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Following the publication of the open letter for Lebanon by French pianist Frank Braley, First Grand 

Prix of the Queen Elisabeth Competition (1991), published in the Lebanese daily L'Orient-Le Jour on 

April 21, 2026, calling for the performance and recording of two works by Lebanese composer 

Dominique Salloum, I hereby join this call: 

I recently had the opportunity to discover and greatly appreciate these two orchestral works by 

Dominique Salloum. 

The Lebanese Concerto for piano and orchestra 

And 

The 2nd Symphony "Koullouna", meaning "All Together" 

These two works are intrinsically intertwined through their central movements, whose melodic 

foundation is the Lebanese national anthem. A music composed by Wadia Sabra in 1926. 2026 marks 

the centenary of its creation, and 2027 will mark the centenary of its adoption by Lebanon. 

The final movement of the Symphony is a concentrated musical and sonic superposition of the 3 

great Abrahamic religions present in this region of the Middle East, and officially recognised in the 

multiconfessional constitution of Lebanon, a country so deeply wounded by endless conflicts and 

wars. 

- the Muslim Allahu Akbar 

- the church bells and ancient Christian chants 

- the Jewish Shema Yisrael 

Reconciliation and unity: Music is a common and universally accessible means to become aware of 

them and to rediscover them. 

Peace will return through Music. 

We must absolutely bring these essential works to life, record, broadcast and perform them in 

France, Lebanon, and beyond… 

For this reason, I hereby call upon, from around the world, the solidarity of other soloists, 

conductors, orchestras and producers to answer this same call, by supporting this initiative, 

spreading it, performing and recording these same works, under the banner of these two hashtags of 

this movement, whose objectives are to call for peace and to make heard the voice of a people who 

suffer. 

 

Etienne COLLARD 

Paris, Wednesday May 13, 2026 

 

#ForAMusicThatRefusesToBeSilenced 

#PourUneMusiqueQuiRefuseDeDisparaitre 



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

